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Description 
Eye Target Apparatus 

Technical Field 

[0001] The present invention relates generally to apparatus that 
occludes an eye for the purpose of helping to control the 
positioning of a non occluded eye during medical proce- 
dures being performed upon the non occluded eye. More 
particularly, the present invention relates specifically to an 
eye target apparatus that helps control a selected focus 
line of sight axis position and line of sight axis position 
stability of the occluded eye thereby helping to control the 
non occluded eye or operative eye that has medical proce- 
dures performed upon it, wherein the selected focus line 
of sight axis position and line of sight position stability of 
the operative eye acts in conjunction with the occluded or 
non operative eye by both of the patient's eyes generally 

acting in coordination. 
Background of Invention 



[0002] There are a number of medical procedures that are per- 



formed on a patient's eye (termed operative eye) such as 
cataract removal, lens implants, vision corrective surgery, 
injury repair, and the like, wherein the aforementioned 
medical procedures typically require bright high-intensity 
operative lighting that is focused upon the operative eye 
for the eye surgeon and others to perform their task. Also, 
it can be important that the operative eye assume a se- 
lected particular focus line of sight axis position and be 
stable in that particular focus line of sight axis position, in 
addition, during the medical procedure the eye surgeon 
and others may require that the operative eye be moved 
to a second selected particular focus line of sight axis po- 
sition, and so on. The patient may be under local anesthe- 
sia during the medical procedure on their operative eye. 
Depending upon the medical procedure performed on the 
operative eye and the level of anesthesia, the bright high- 
intensity operative lighting that is focused upon the oper- 
ative eye, that typically has diminished visual acuity from 
the medical procedure, can be disorientating and uncom- 
fortable for the awake patient in addition to possibly 
causing the operative eye to change its focus line of sight 
position unexpectedly and / or cause the operative eye to 
move uncontrollably, making the eye surgery more diffi- 



cult and lengthy potentially causing additional medical 
complications. 

[0003] Although, the aforementioned problem is recognized, the 
prior art has not directly addressed this issue, however, 
there are some prior art devices that occlude an eye or 
impart various visual images to the eye for the purpose of 
field of vision testing, eye therapy, brain activity testing, 
sports timing or pacing, and the like. Principally, the prior 
art most focuses upon field of vision testing, an example 
would be in U.S. Patent No. 5,805,270 to Marshall that 
discloses a device and method for field of vision testing 
that includes a patch and an opaque eye cover housing 
with an array of fixed position LED's with selected and se- 
quential illumination. Marshall observes the non occluded 
eye movement in responding to the occluded eye reacting 
to various illumination points. Another example is in a 
more conventional field of vision testing device in U.S. 
Patent No. 5,461,436 to Campbell that discloses an open 
chamber that both of the patient's eyes see and thus both 
of the patient's eyes see the same background color al- 
lowing color field of vision testing thus minimizing retinal 
rivalry interference, which is where the eye that is not the 
subject of the field of vision testing interferes with the vi- 



sion of the eye being tested, such as when the eye not be- 
ing tested is completely occluded and interferes with the 
vision of the eye being tested, being particularly trouble- 
some when the patient has a dominant eye. Additionally, 
in Campbell if the non tested eye was exposed to a white 
light background, which was found to be too bright for 
some patient's, was also found to affect field of vision test 
results. Campbell attempts to overcome these problems 
by providing a non white background light for the non 
tested eye, which is claimed to be more effective in de- 
tecting glaucoma with the preferred colors being a yellow 
background for both eyes and a blue spot fixation light 
for the tested eye that is movable for field of vision test- 
ing. 

[0004] | n t he brain activity area, in U.S. patent application publi- 
cation number US2002/0198577 Al to Jaillet disclosed is 
a monocular apparatus for selectively stimulating brain 
activity of a patient by the use of light and / or sound for 
diagnosis of the extent of brain injury, or other brain dis- 
order. Jaillet in one embodiment is an eye glasses type of 
structure having a plurality of fixed position lights that in 
conjunction with or without sound or having sound alone, 
all or part of which are selectively activated to stimulate 



the brain in either one or both eyes with the light stimula- 
tion varying in color intensity and frequency. On the ther- 
apy side for defects in eye vision in U.S. Patent No. 
5,264,877 to Hussey, disclosed is a pair of eyeglasses that 
have a selectable opaque to transparent view and vice 
versa single lens that are adjacent to a thin film, being a 
liquid crystal type display sandwiched between two metal- 
ized mylar films that are electrically controlled that in ef- 
fect align the liquid crystals changing the thin film from 
transparent to opaque and vice versa at a high frequency. 
Hussey is for the treatment of cross eye and lazy eye, 
wherein the objective of the treatment is to stimulate the 
subservient eye. Also, in the eye therapy area in U.S. 
patent application publication number US2003/0056281 
Al to Hasegawa, disclosed is an eye mask that has the ca- 
pability of magnetic bodies, heating, cooling, vibrators, 
eyeball shapers, aromatics, sound, and elimination of 
sound for the treatment of eye fatigue, disease, pseudo 
myopia, moderate farsightedness, and moderate astigma- 
tism. Hasegawa also controls the fixed position illumina- 
tion bodies for frequency and intensity. 
[0005] | n the sports timing or pacing area in U.S. Patent No. 

5,402,188 to Wayne disclosed is an athletic pacing goggle 



that has a selectable periodic fixed position visual signal 
to a swimmer for the purpose of allowing the swimmer to 
pace their strokes. Wayne includes a fixed position LED in 
the swimming goggles that is in a corner of one eye, be- 
ing in the peripheral field vision of that eye, the LED 
flashes at a selectable frequency for the swimmer to pace 
their strokes wherein the goggles of necessity remain 
transparent for both eyes. A similar prior art example is in 
U.S. Patent No. 4,776,045 to Mysliwiec et al. that discloses 
an athletic pacing goggle that is similar to Wayne except 
that in addition to a periodic fixed position visual signal, a 
timing device is also in the swimmers peripheral field of 
vision, utilizing a special lens to better make the timing 
device readable, which is again for use in pacing swim- 
ming strokes and for measuring elapsed time for swim- 
ming laps. 

[0006] The aforementioned prior art does not disclose a device 
that directly addresses the identified problems of the op- 
erative eye assuming a selected particular focus line of 
sight axis position and be stable in that particular focus 
line of sight axis position, or having a device to move the 
operative eye to a second selected focus line of sight axis 
position or positions and also helping to maintain the se- 



lected focus line of sight axis position in a stable manner 

for the purpose of more effective and efficient eye surgery 

for the patient. 
Summary of Invention 

[0007] Broadly, the present invention is an eye target apparatus 
for use in helping to control an operative eye focus line of 
sight axis position during medical procedures on the op- 
erative eye. The eye target apparatus includes a housing 
for occluding substantially all visual perception from an 
exterior environment for a non operative eye. The housing 
also includes a cover, the cover also having an internal 
surface that forms a plane positioned approximately per- 
pendicular to the non operative eye focus line of sight 
axis. Also included is a visually perceptible element that is 
adjacent to the cover internal surface being in visual com- 
munication with the non operative eye. In addition, in- 
cluded is a means for moving the visually perceptible ele- 
ment within the plane to any selected position. The eye 
target apparatus is operational to help the non operative 
eye focus on a selected line of sight focus axis position 
upon the visually perceptible element with the result in 
assisting in the operative eye achieving a stable selected 
line of sight focus axis position with minimal operative 



eye movement from the selected line of sight focus axis 
position. 

[0008] These and other objects of the present invention will be- 
come more readily appreciated and understood from a 
consideration of the following detailed description of the 
exemplary embodiment(s) of the present invention when 

taken together with the accompanying drawings, in which; 
Brief Description of Drawings 

[0009] Figure 1 shows a perspective view of the eye target appa- 
ratus as viewed from the side opposite of the non opera- 
tive eye side; 

[0010] Figure 2 shows a perspective view of the eye target appa- 
ratus as viewed from a side elevation; 

[0011] Figure 3 shows a view of the eye target apparatus or the 
alternative embodiment of the eye target apparatus as 
viewed from the non operative eye side; 

[0012] Figure 4 shows an exploded perspective view of the eye 
target apparatus as viewed from a side elevation; 

[0013] Figure 5 shows crossectional view 5-5 from Figure 1 of 
the eye target apparatus in use placed upon a patient's 
face over the non operative eye; 

[0014] Figure 6 shows an exploded perspective view of an alter- 
native embodiment of the eye target apparatus as viewed 



from a side elevation; 
[0015] Figure 7 shows crossectional view 7-7 from Figure 6 of an 

alternative embodiment of the eye target apparatus in use 

placed upon a patient's face over the non operative eye; 
[0016] Figure 8 shows an electrical schematic for the eye target 

apparatus; 

[0017] Figure 9 is a flow chart illustrating diagrammatically the 
broad concepts according to the methodology of using 
the eye target apparatus; 

[0018] Figure 10 is a continuation of Figure 9 showing the flow 
chart illustrating diagrammatically the broad concepts ac- 
cording to the methodology of using the eye target appa- 
ratus; and 

[0019] Figure 11 is a use view showing either the eye target ap- 
paratus or the alternative embodiment of the eye target 
apparatus positioned on the patient's facial contour over 
the non operative eye with the patient's operative eye ex- 
posed to the white light source with the patient on the 
operating table. 

[0020] REFERENCE NUMBER IN DRAWINGS 

[0021] 22 Eye Target Apparatus assembly 

[0022] 23 Eye Target Apparatus assembly alternative embodi- 



ment 

[0023] 24 Eye non operative 
[0024] 25 Eye lens non operative 

[0025] 26 Selected non operative eye line of sight focus axis po- 
sition 

[0026] 27 Patient facial contours adjacent to the patient's non 
operative eye 
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Housing flange portion 
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Housing exterior 
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Resilient housing mounting pad 
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Housing interior 
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Exterior environment 
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Housing cover 



[0038] 41 Housing cover aperture 
[0039] 42 Visually perceptible element 
[0040] 43 Lockable element 

[0041] 44 Means for moving the visually perceptible element 

within the plane 
[0042] 45 Housing surrounding sidewall end portion 

[0043] 45 visually perceptible element X axis movement 

[0044] 47 cap and cover slidable engagement 

[0045] 48 visually perceptible element Y axis movement 

[0046] 49 Resilient housing mounting pad adhesive 

[0047] 50 Slidable cap 

[0048] 5i slidable engagement between the housing cover and 

the slidable cap retainer element 
[0049] 52 Slidable cap finger grip 

[0050] 53 slidable engagement between the cover retainer ele- 
ment and the slidable cap 

[0051] 54 slidable cap retainer element facing the non operative 
eye 

[0052] 55 slidable cap retainer element aperture for the visually 



perceptible element 
[0053] 57 Outer peripheral cover retainer element extension 

[0054] 53 siidable cap retainer element extension 

[0055] 59 Circuitry 

[0056] 60 Electrical switch SW1 

[0057] ex Resistor 

[0058] 62 Electrical power supply 

[0059] 63 Electrical communication between the circuitry 59 and 

the visually perceptible element 42 

[0060] 64 Cover retainer element 

[0061] 65 Circuitry housing 

[0062] 66 Cover retainer element aperture 

[0063] 68 Sterile package 

[0064] 70 indicia 

[0065] 72 Operative eye 

[0066] 74 Operative eye line of sight focus axis position 

[0067] 76 Operating light, medical equipment, or device, some- 
times termed microscope 



[0068] 77 Bright white light 

[0069] 7 8 Patient 

[0070] go Operating table 

[0071] 82 Sterile drape 

[0072] ioo Step of positioning patient 

[0073] 102 Step of locating medical device with a light source 
over the operative eye 

[0074] 104 step of providing and placing eye target apparatus 
over the non operative eye 

[0075] 106 Step of patient opening both operative and non oper- 
ative eyes for a selected period 

[0076] 108 Step of activating the eye target apparatus visually 
perceptible element 

[0077] i io step of confirming that patient observes the visually 
perceptible element in the central portion of the light 
source 

[0078] 112 step of moving selectively the visually perceptible el- 
ement to a desired point helping result in a selected oper- 
ative eye focus line of sight axis as a reference 

[0079] n3 step of performing the medical procedure on the op- 
erative eye 



[0080] H4 step of instructing patient to move the operative eye 
focus line of sight axis relative to the visually perceptible 
element 

[0081] n5 step of instructing patient to keep their operative and 
non operative eyes focused on the visually perceptible el- 
ement during movement of the light source 

[0082] 150 Continuation of optional step 114 from step 113 

[0083] 152 Continuation of optional step 116 from step 113 

[0084] 154 Continuation of optional steps 114 and / or 116 re- 
turning to step 112 
Detailed Description 

[0085] with initial reference to Figures 1-11, the eye target ap- 
paratus 22 and the alternative embodiment of the eye tar- 
get apparatus 23 are generally described, as an eye target 
apparatus 22 and the alternative embodiment of the eye 
target apparatus 23 being for use in helping to control an 
operative eye 72 focus line of sight axis 74 position dur- 
ing medical procedures on the operative eye 72. With Fig- 
ure 1 showing a perspective view of the eye target appa- 
ratus 22 as viewed from the side opposite of the non op- 
erative eye 24 side. Figure 2 shows a perspective view of 
the eye target apparatus 22 as viewed from a side eleva- 



tion and Figure 3 shows a view of the eye target apparatus 
22 as viewed from the non operative eye 24 side. Further, 
Figure 4 shows an exploded perspective view of the eye 
target apparatus 22 as viewed from a side elevation and 
Figure 5 shows crossectional view 5-5 from Figure 1 of 
the eye target apparatus 22 in use placed upon a patient's 
78 facial contour 27 over the non operative eye 24. Yet 
further, Figure 6 shows an exploded perspective view of 
an alternative embodiment of the eye target apparatus 23 
as viewed from a side elevation and Figure 7 shows 
crossectional view 7-7 from Figure 6 of the alternative 
embodiment of the eye target apparatus 23 in use placed 
upon a patient's 78 facial contour 27 over the non opera- 
tive eye 24. Figure 8 shows an electrical schematic for the 
eye target apparatus 22 and the alternative embodiment 
of the eye target apparatus 23 including circuitry 59 and a 
visually perceptible element 42. With Figure 9 being a flow 
chart illustrating diagrammatically the broad concepts ac- 
cording to the methodology of using both the eye target 
apparatus 22 and the alternative embodiment of the eye 
target apparatus 23 and Figure 10 being a continuation of 
Figure 9 showing the flow chart illustrating diagrammati- 
cally the broad concepts according to the methodology of 



using both the eye target apparatus 22 and the alternative 
embodiment of the eye target apparatus 23. Further, Fig- 
ure 11 shows a use view showing either the eye target ap- 
paratus 22 or the alternative embodiment of the eye tar- 
get apparatus 23 positioned on the patient's 78 facial 
contour 27 over the non operative eye 24 (hidden in Fig- 
ure 11 by the eye target apparatus 22 or 23) with the pa- 
tient's 78 operative eye 72 exposed to the bright white 
light 77 of the operating light, medical equipment, or de- 
vice 76 with the patient 78 in a supine position on the op- 
erating table 80 with a sterile drape 82 placed over the 
patient 78 with only the patient's 78 operative eye 72 and 
non operative eye 24 exposed. 
[0086] Broadly, the present invention of the eye target apparatus 
22 and the alternative embodiment of the eye target ap- 
paratus 23 both comprise a housing 28 for occluding 
substantially all visual perception from an exterior envi- 
ronment 39 for the non operative eye 24. The housing 28 
includes a cover 40, with the cover 40 also including an 
internal surface 30 that forms a plane 32 that is posi- 
tioned approximately perpendicular to the non operative 
eye 24 focus line of sight axis 26. Also included, is a visu- 
ally perceptible element 42 adjacent to the cover 40 inter- 



nal surface 30 that is in visual communication with the 
non operative eye 24. Further included is a means 44 for 
moving the visually perceptible element 42 within the 
plane 32 to any selected position. Wherein the eye target 
apparatus 22 and the alternative embodiment of the eye 
target apparatus 23 are operational to help the non oper- 
ative eye 24 focus on a selected line of sight focus axis 26 
position upon the visually perceptible element 42 with the 
result in assisting in the operative eye 72 (as shown in 
Figure 11) achieving a stable selected line of sight focus 
axis 74 (as shown in Figure 11) position with minimal op- 
erative eye 72 movement from the selected line of sight 
focus axis 74 position. Wherein, the selected focus line of 
sight axis 74 position and line of sight focus axis 74 posi- 
tion stability of the operative eye 72 acts in conjunction 
with the occluded or non operative eye 24 line of sight fo- 
cus axis 26 position by both of the patient's 78 eyes being 
the non operative eye 24 and the operative eye 72 gener- 
ally acting in coordination. 
[0087] More particularly, on the housing 28 for both the eye tar- 
get apparatus 22 and the alternative embodiment of the 
eye target apparatus 23, the housing 28 is preferably 
constructed of a surrounding sidewall 38 extending from 



the cover 40 to define a housing interior 37 separated 
from the exterior environment 39. The surrounding side- 
wall 38 also includes an end portion 45 opposite of the 
cover 40 that creates an opening 33 that communicates 
between the housing interior 37 and the exterior environ- 
ment 39. The materials of construction for the housing 
28, including the surrounding sidewall 38 and cover 40 
are preferably polyethylene, polypropylene, polyurethane, 
or other like plastic materials, that are typically injection 
molded, or other materials that are suitable for sterile 
medical use and have the ability to occlude substantially 
all transmission of light. Further, on the housing 28 for 
both the eye target apparatus 22 and the alternative em- 
bodiment of the eye target apparatus 23 the housing 28 
also preferably includes a flange portion 34 adjacent to 
the surrounding sidewall 38 end portion 45. The flange 
portion 34 is operational to rest against a patient's 78 fa- 
cial contour 27 adjacent to the non operative eye 24. The 
materials of construction for the flange portion 34 are 
preferably as described for the surrounding sidewall 38, 
with the flange portion 34 being either integral, affixed, 
or removably attachable from the surrounding sidewall 38 
end portion 45. Additionally, on the housing 28 for both 



the eye target apparatus 22 and the alternative embodi- 
ment of the eye target apparatus 23 there is preferably in- 
cluded a resilient housing mounting pad 36 that is adja- 
cent to the flange portion 34. The mounting pad 36 is op- 
erational to comfortably conform to a patient's 78 facial 
contour 27 adjacent to the non operative eye 24. The ma- 
terials of construction for the mounting pad 36 are 
preferably a closed cell or open cell foam rubber that is 
suitable for sterile medical use that also occludes sub- 
stantially all transmission of light. The mounting pad 36 
can either be integral, affixed, or removably attachable to 
the flange portion 34. As a further preferred refinement 
on the housing 28 for both the eye target apparatus 22 
and the alternative embodiment of the eye target appara- 
tus 23 further included on the resilient housing mounting 
pad 36 on a side opposite of the flange portion 34 is an 
adhesive 49. The adhesive 49 is operational to removably 
attach the resilient housing mounting pad 36 to the pa- 
tient's 78 facial contour 27 adjacent to the non operative 
eye 24. Again, the adhesive 49 is preferably suitable for 
sterile medical use that also occludes substantially all 
transmission of light. The adhesive 49 can either be inte- 
gral, affixed, or removably attachable to the resilient 



housing mounting pad 36. 
[0088] Further, more particularly on the visually perceptible ele- 
ment 42, as applied to both the eye target apparatus 22 
and the alternative embodiment of the eye target appara- 
tus 23 the visually perceptible element 42 is preferably a 
color that is visually perceptible or visually distinguishable 
as against a white background light 77 of the operating 
light, medical equipment, or device 76 to allow the non 
operative eye 24 to focus upon the visually perceptible el- 
ement 42 thus establishing a selected non operative eye 
24 line of sight focus axis 26 position generally resulting 
in a like operative eye 72 (as shown in Figure 11) line of 
sight focus axis 74 (as shown in Figure 11) position, as 
the patient's 78 eyes normally act in coordination for 
movement and stability in remaining in the selected line 
of sight focus axis position(s) or a further selected line of 
sight focus axis position(s) and with both the non opera- 
tive eye 24 and the operative eye 72 remaining more sta- 
ble at the selected line of sight focus axis position(s). 
Also, as applied to both the eye target apparatus 22 and 
the alternative embodiment of the eye target apparatus 23 
the visually perceptible element 42 is preferably a light 
emitting diode (LED) including circuitry 59 being con- 



tained within a circuitry housing 65, that is in electrical 
communication with the visually perceptible element 42 
light emitting diode (LED), with the circuitry 59 being dis- 
posed within the circuitry housing 65 on an exterior 35 of 
the housing 28. The visually perceptible element 42 could 
also be something other than a LED, as long as the func- 
tional requirements of preferably being visually distin- 
guishable as against a white background light 77 of the 
operating light, medical equipment, or device 76 to allow 
the non operative eye 24 to focus upon the visually per- 
ceptible element 42 were meet. The visually perceptible 
element 42 could also be an aperture in place of the LED 
that allows ambient environmental 39 light or light from 
the bright white light 77. The circuitry housing 65 is 
preferably constructed of materials similar to the housing 
28. 

[0089] Although Figures 1 through 7 show the circuitry 59 and 
housing 65 positioned adjacent to the housing 28 sur- 
rounding sidewall 38, the circuitry 59 and housing 65 
could be positioned anywhere upon the exterior 35 of the 
housing 28 including the housing 28 cover 40, or for the 
eye target apparatus 22 on a slidable cap 50, or for the 
alternative embodiment of the eye target apparatus 23 on 



the cover retainer element 64 or on the slidable cap 50. 
The circuitry 59 electrical schematic is shown in Figure 8 
as including an electrical power supply 62, an electrical 
switch 60, a resistor 61, and the visually perceptible ele- 
ment 42 being preferably a light emitting diode (LED). The 
visually perceptible element 42 is preferably external to 
the housing 65 to allow visual communication between 
the visually perceptible element 42 and the non operable 
eye 24. The electrical power supply 62 is preferably a bat- 
tery, being a watch or calculator type such as an EV- 
EREADY ENERGIZER model Number CR2032 with an output 
of three (3) volts Direct Current (DC) or a like equivalent. 
Additionally, the electrical power supply 62 could be ex- 
ternal to the circuitry 59, such as a converter that can uti- 
lize standard household electrical power of one hundred 
ten (110) volt and / or two hundred twenty (220) volt al- 
ternating current (AC) power that is converted to about 
three (3) volts (DC) for the circuitry 59 requirements as is 
well known in the electrical arts. The electrical switch 60 
can be any control that is operative to activate the visually 
perceptible element 42 or light emitting diode (LED) 
putting the electrical power supply 62 in electrical com- 
munication with the visually perceptible element 42 or 



light emitting diode (LED). As both the eye target appara- 
tus 22 and the alternative embodiment of the eye target 
apparatus 23 are preferably of a disposable one use type 
nature, the electrical switch 60 can be as simple as an 
electrically insulating strip placed between either the pos- 
itive (+) or negative(-) battery 62 terminal and the cir- 
cuitry, wherein the insulating strip is removed to activate 
the visually perceptible element 42 or light emitting diode 
(LED), which will stay activated through the time period of 
the medical procedure, with either the eye target appara- 
tus 22 and the alternative embodiment of the eye target 
apparatus 23 being disposed in the trash at the end of the 
time period for the medical procedure. However, the elec- 
trical switch 60 could be a conventional slide or push but- 
ton type switch or an equivalent switch would be accept- 
able also, in any case the electrical switch is operative to 
function as a control to activate the visually perceptible 
element 42 or light emitting diode (LED). However, the 
electrical switch 60 could be optional or not included as 
the electrical power supply 62 could simply be left unin- 
stalled out of either the eye target apparatus 22 and the 
alternative embodiment of the eye target apparatus 23 
prior to use and the electrical power supply 62 installed at 



the time of use of either the eye target apparatus 22 and 
the alternative embodiment of the eye target apparatus 
23. The circuitry 59 also includes the resistor 61 that can 
either be fixed in resistance or variable in resistance, with 
resistance typically measured in Ohms, operationally the 
resister 61 can be used to limit the electrical power avail- 
able to the visually perceptible element 42 or light emit- 
ting diode (LED) for controlling brightness of the visually 
perceptible element 42 or light emitting diode (LED), how- 
ever, depending upon the electrical power available from 
the electrical power supply 62 and the electrical power re- 
quirements of the visually perceptible element 42 or light 
emitting diode (LED), the resistor 61 may or may not be 
required in the circuitry 59 as is well known in the electri- 
cal arts. The visually perceptible element 42 or light emit- 
ting diode (LED) is of a type that can utilize the aforemen- 
tioned electrical power supply 62 and optional resistor 61 
that is readily available commercially. In addition, the pre- 
ferred color of the visually perceptible element 42 or light 
emitting diode (LED) is red for the desired visual differen- 
tiation against a bright white light 77 of the operating 
light, medical equipment, or device 76, that the operative 
eye 72 would experience from the eye surgeon's light for 



the medical procedure. Wherein, the patient 78 would ex- 
perience seeing both the white background light 77 of the 
operating light, medical equipment, or device 76 and the 
visually perceptible element 42 or light emitting diode 
(LED), from the patient's 78 non operative eye 24 being in 
visual communication with the visually perceptible ele- 
ment 42 or light emitting diode (LED) and the patient's 78 
operative eye 72 being in visual communication with the 
bright white light 77 of the operating light, medical 
equipment, or device 76. However, other colors different 
than red for the visually perceptible element 42 or light 
emitting diode (LED) would be acceptable as long as the 
preferred desired visual differentiation were achieved with 
the bright white light 77 of the operating light, medical 
equipment, or device 76. However, the visually perceptible 
element 42 can also function by being white in color by 
not having any differentiation from the operating light, 
medical equipment, or device 76. As a white visually per- 
ceptible element 42 can still act as a reference point for 
the patient's 78 non operative eye 24 thus still establish- 
ing the selected non operative eye 24 line of sight focus 
axis 26 position generally resulting in a like operative eye 
72 (as shown in Figure 11) line of sight focus axis 74 (as 



shown in Figure 11) position, as the patient's 78 eyes nor- 
mally act in coordination for movement and stability in re- 
maining in the selected line of sight focus axis position(s) 
or further selected line of sight focus axis position(s) and 
with both the non operative eye 24 and the operative eye 
72 remaining more stable at the selected line of sight fo- 
cus axis position(s). Note that the electrical communica- 
tion 63 between the circuitry 59 and the visually percepti- 
ble element 42 or light emitting diode (LED) as shown in 
Figure 8 is not shown in Figures 1 through 7, however, the 
electrical communication 63 could be internal, within, or 
external to the housing 28 as long as the electrical com- 
munication is maintained between the circuitry 59 and the 
visually perceptible element 42 or light emitting diode 
(LED), as the visually perceptible element 42 or light emit- 
ting diode (LED) is moved within the plane 32 to any se- 
lected position. The electrical communication 63 may be 
flexible wiring, or may be a series of sliding electrical 
conducting strips, or may be fixed as in the case of the 
circuitry 59 within the housing 65 moving in conjunction 
with the visually perceptible element 42 or light emitting 
diode (LED), when the circuitry 59 within the housing 65 is 
mounted to or is adjacent to the visually perceptible ele- 



ment 42 or light emitting diode (LED). 

[0090] As previously mentioned, as both the eye target apparatus 
22 and the alternative embodiment of the eye target ap- 
paratus 23 are preferably of a disposable one use type 
nature for medical procedures, thus the construction of 
the eye target apparatus 22 and the alternative embodi- 
ment of the eye target apparatus 23 would be such that it 
is assembled, sterilized, and packaged in a sterile package 
68, as shown in Figure 2, as is known in the medical arts. 
Thus, in use the eye target apparatus 22 and the alterna- 
tive embodiment of the eye target apparatus 23 would be 
removed from the sterile package 68 just prior to the 
medical procedure, then used for the medical procedure, 
and disposed of in the trash. Alternatively, it would be ac- 
ceptable to reuse both the eye target apparatus 22 and 
the alternative embodiment of the eye target apparatus 23 
by resterilizing and then resterile packaging after each 
use if resterilizing and resterile packaging proved eco- 
nomically desirable. 

[0091] Moving in detail to the means 44 for moving the visually 
perceptible element 42 within the plane 32, which would 
apply to both the eye target apparatus 22 and the alterna- 
tive embodiment of the eye target apparatus 23, prefer- 



ably the housing 28 for occluding substantially all visual 
perception from the exterior environment 39 for the non 
operative eye 24. The means 44 housing would include a 
cover 40 with an aperture 41, with the cover 40 also in- 
cluding an internal surface 30 that forms a plane 32 posi- 
tioned approximately perpendicular to the non operative 
eye 24 focus line of sight axis 26 as the non operative eye 
24 focus line of sight axis 26 is positioned approximately 
in a normal looking straight ahead position from the pa- 
tient's 78 facial contour 27 as shown in Figures 5 and 7. 
Also included in the means 44 for moving the visually 
perceptible element 42 within the plane 32 is a cap 50 
having a slidable engagement 47 with the cover 40, with 
the cap 50 being sized and configured in conjunction with 
the slidable engagement 47 to substantially occlude the 
aperture 41 from allowing substantially all visual percep- 
tion from the exterior environment 39 to the non opera- 
tive eye 24 through a selected range of the slidable en- 
gagement 47 between the cap 50 and cover 40. Further in 
the means 44 the visually perceptible element 42 is dis- 
posed upon the cap 50 being in visual communication 
with the non operative eye 24 through a selected range of 
the slidable engagement 47 between the cap 50 and cover 



40 through the focus line of sight axis 26 being aligned 
with an eye lens 25 of the non operative eye 24. The ma- 
terials of construction for the cap 50 are similar to those 
of the aforementioned housing 28. The visually percepti- 
ble element 42 is positioned to be adjacent to the cover 
40 internal surface 30. The disposition of the visually per- 
ceptible element 42 upon the cap 50 is preferably accom- 
plished by shrink or close clearance fit, adhesive, snap fit, 
a retainer element, or the like, with the materials of con- 
struction for the visually perceptible element 42 adhesive 
being like the materials of construction for the aforemen- 
tioned adhesive 49. Wherein the eye target apparatus 22 
and the alternative embodiment of the eye target appara- 
tus 23 are operational to help the non operative eye 24 
focus on a selected line of sight focus axis 26 position 
upon the visually perceptible element 42 with the result in 
assisting in the operative eye 72 to achieve a stable se- 
lected line of sight focus axis 74 position with minimal 
operative eye 72 movement from the selected line of sight 
focus axis 74 position. Further, the non operative eye 24 
focusing on subsequent selected line of sight focus axis 
26 position(s) upon the visually perceptible element 42 
are possible as required for the medical procedures. 



Wherein the selected focus line of sight axis 74 (as shown 
in Figure 11) position and line of sight position stability of 
the operative eye 72 (as shown in Figure 11) acts in con- 
junction with the occluded or non operative eye 24 se- 
lected line of sight focus axis 26 position by both of the 
patient's 78 eyes generally acting in coordination. Further 
included the means 44 for moving the visually perceptible 
element 42 within the plane 32 is an optional lockable el- 
ement 43 that is adjacent to the cover 40 and the cap 50. 
The lockable element 43 is further accessible from the ex- 
terior environment 39, with the lockable element 43 being 
operational to help prevent relative movement between 
the cap 50 and the cover 40 at the slidable engagement 
47, when the lockable element 43 is in a locked state after 
the cap 50 is moved to a selected position and the lock- 
able element 43 allowing free relative movement between 
the cap 50 and the cover 40 when the lockable element 43 
is in an unlocked state. The construction of the lockable 
element 43 can be varied as long as the aforementioned 
function is maintained, in one embodiment as is shown in 
Figures 5 and 7 the lockable element 43 is simply a thumb 
screw that clamps at the slidable engagement 47 to help 
prevent relative movement between the cap 50 and the 



cover 40. The materials of construction of the lockable el- 
ement 43 are similar to those of the aforementioned 
housing 28. A further optional refinement included in the 
means 44 for moving the visually perceptible element 42 
within the plane 32 is an indicia 70 relative to the eye tar- 
get apparatus 22 as shown in Figures 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, 
wherein the indicia 70 is disposed upon the cover 40 and 
cap 50 to be visible from the exterior environment 39. 
The indicia 70 relative to the alternative embodiment of 
the eye target apparatus 23 as shown in Figures 6 and 7 is 
disposed upon the cap 50 and a cover retainer element 
64. The indicia 70 for both the eye target apparatus 22 
and the alternative embodiment of the eye target appara- 
tus 23 is operational to indicate the relative selected posi- 
tion between the cap 50 and the cover 40 through the 
range of the slidable engagement 47 for the eye target 
apparatus 22 and the relative selected position between 
the cap 50 and the cover retainer element 64 through the 
range of the slidable engagement 47 for the alternative 
embodiment of the eye target apparatus 23. The indicia 
70 can be integrally molded to the cap 50, and / or cover 
40, and / or the cover retainer element 64, or can be 
painted, or a sticker(s) can be affixed to the aforemen- 



tioned elements with the requirement of the paint and / 
or sticker(s) being suitable for medical use and steriliz- 
able. A yet further optional refinement included the means 
44 for moving the visually perceptible element 42 within 
the plane 32 is a finger grip or protrusion 52 disposed 
upon the cap 50 applying to both the eye target apparatus 
22 and the alternative embodiment of the eye target ap- 
paratus 23 with the finger grip 52 being positioned to be 
accessible from the external environment 39, wherein the 
finger grip 52 is operational to assist in manually moving 
the cap 50 relative to the cover 40. The materials of con- 
struction for the finger grip 52 would be similar to the 
aforementioned housing 28. 
[0092] | n addition, for the means 44 for moving the visually per- 
ceptible element 42 within the plane 32, relative to the 
eye target apparatus 22 as shown in Figures 1, 2, 3, 4, 
and 5, further included is a slidable cap retainer element 
54 that is adjacent to the cap 50, as best shown in Figure 
5. The attachment of the slidable cap retainer element 54 
to the cap 50 is preferably accomplished at the slidable 
cap retainer element extension 58 by shrink or close 
clearance fit, adhesive, snap fit, a retainer element or the 
like, with the materials of construction for the slidable cap 



retainer element extension 58 adhesive being like the ma- 
terials of construction for the aforementioned adhesive 
49. The slidable cap retainer element 54 also includes an 
aperture 56 within the slidable cap retainer element ex- 
tension 58 and within the slidable cap retainer element 
54, with the aperture 56 providing for visual communica- 
tion between the visually perceptible element 42 and the 
non operative eye 24. As the slidable cap retainer element 
54 moves in conjunction with the cap 50 as indicated by 
arrows 46 and arrows 48 there is formed a slidable en- 
gagement 47 between the cover 40 and the cap 50 and 
another slidable engagement 51 between the slidable cap 
retainer element 54 and the cover 40, again as best shown 
in Figure 5. The movement of the cap 50 and the slidable 
cap retainer element 54 is relative to the cover 40 wherein 
the direction of movement is not limited by what arrows 
46 and 48 indicate, as the allowable movement is any- 
where or omnidirectional within the housing plane 32 with 
the arrows 46 and 48 only indicating the outer range of 
movement as best shown in Figures 1, 3, and 4. Also, 
both of the slidable engagements 47 and 51 act to oc- 
clude substantially all visual perception to the non opera- 
tive eye 24 from the exterior environment 39 over the 



range of omnidirectional movement of the cap 50 and sl- 
idable cap retainer element 54 relative to the cover 40. 
The slidable cap retainer element 54 is positioned to si id— 
ably engage 51 the cover 40 on a side opposite of the cap 
50 and cover 40 slidable engagement 47. The cap retainer 
element 54 is operational to help further retain the cap 50 
to the cover 40 during relative movement between the cap 
50 and the cover 40. The materials of construction of the 
slidable cap retainer element 54 including the slidable cap 
retainer element extension 58 would be similar to the 
aforementioned housing 28. 
[0093] Further, in addition, for the means 44 for moving the vi- 
sually perceptible element 42 within the plane 32, relative 
to the alternative embodiment of the eye target apparatus 
23 as shown in Figures 6 and 7, further included is a 
cover retainer element 64 that is adjacent to the cover 40, 
as best shown in Figure 7. Attachment of the cover re- 
tainer element 64 to the cover 40 is preferably at an outer 
peripheral cover retainer element extension 57 as best 
shown in Figure 7, the attachment is also preferably by 
shrink or close clearance fit, adhesive, snap fit, a retainer 
element or the like, with the materials of construction for 
the outer peripheral cover retainer element extension 57 



adhesive being like the materials of construction for the 
aforementioned adhesive 49. The cover retainer element 
64 also includes an aperture 66 that provides clearance 
for the omnidirectional movement of the cap 50 relative to 
the cover 40. As the cover retainer element 64 is adjacent 
to the cover 40, the cover retainer element 64 and the 
cover 40 "sandwich" the cap 50 in a slidable engagement 
53 that is between the cover retainer element 64 and the 
cap 50 and a slidable engagement 47 between the cap 50 
and the cover 40 as best shown in Figure 7, with the limits 
on range of the slidable engagement movements 47 and 
53 indicated by arrows 46 and arrows 48 as best shown in 
Figure 6. The movement of the cap 50 relative to both the 
cover 40 and the cover retainer element 64 is such that 
the range of movement is not limited by what arrows 46 
and 48 indicate, as the allowable movement is anywhere 
or omnidirectional within the housing plane 32 with the 
arrows 46 and 48 only indicating the outer range of 
movement as best shown in Figure 6. Also, both of the sl- 
idable engagements 47 and 53 act to occlude substan- 
tially all visual perception to the non operative eye 24 
from the exterior environment 39 over the range of omni- 
directional movement of the cap 50 relative to both the 



cover 40 and the cover retainer element 64. The cover re- 
tainer element 64 is positioned to slidably engage 53 the 
cap 50 on a side opposite of the cap 50 and cover 40 si id— 
able engagement 47. The cover retainer element 64 is op- 
erational to help further retain the cap 50 to the cover 40 
during relative movement between the cap 50 and the 
cover 40. The materials of construction for the cover re- 
tainer element 64 including the cover retainer element 
extension 57 are similar to the aforementioned housing 
28. 

Method of Use 

[0094] with specific reference to Figures 9, 10, and 11a method 
of using both the eye target apparatus 22 as structurally 
shown in Figures 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, and the alternative em- 
bodiment of the eye target apparatus 23 as structurally 
shown in Figures 6 and 7, for use in helping to control an 
operative eye 72 focus line of sight axis 74 position dur- 
ing medical procedures on the operative eye 72. With Fig- 
ure 9 being a flow chart illustrating diagrammatically the 
broad concepts according to the methodology of using 
both the eye target apparatus 22 and the alternative em- 
bodiment of the eye target apparatus 23 and Figure 10 
being a continuation of Figure 9 showing the flow chart il- 



lustrating diagrammatically the broad concepts according 
to the methodology of using both the eye target appara- 
tus 22 and the alternative embodiment of the eye target 
apparatus 23 comprising the following steps. Further, Fig- 
ure 11 shows a use view showing either the eye target ap- 
paratus 22 or the alternative embodiment of the eye tar- 
get apparatus 23 positioned on the patient's 78 facial 
contour 27 over the non operative eye 24 (hidden in Fig- 
ure 11 by the eye target apparatus 22 or 23) with the pa- 
tient's 78 operative eye 72 exposed to the bright white 
light 77 of the operating light, medical equipment, or de- 
vice, sometimes termed microscope 76 with the patient 
78 in a supine position on the operating table 80 with a 
sterile drape 82 placed over the patient 78 with only the 
patient's 78 operative eye 72 and non operative eye 24 
exposed. 

[0095] The first use step 100 is to position the patient 78 who is 
in need of a medical procedure on their operative eye 72, 
as an example such as cataract removal, lens implants, vi- 
sion corrective surgery, injury repair, and the like by plac- 
ing the patient 78 in the supine position to be proximate 
to the required operating light, medical equipment, or de- 
vice 76, as an example a microscope to aid in performing 



eye surgery as best shown in Figure 11 with the operating 
light, medical equipment, or device 76 able to be posi- 
tioned over the operative eye 72. The next use step 102 is 
to locate the operating light, medical equipment, or device 
76 including an activated bright light source 77 over the 
operative eye 72 of the patient 78 as best shown in Figure 
11. A further use step 104 is to provide the eye target ap- 
paratus, being either the eye target apparatus 22 as 
shown in Figures 1-5 or the alternative embodiment of 
the eye target apparatus 23 as shown in Figures 6 and 7 
that each includes a housing 28 for occluding substan- 
tially all visual perception from an exterior environment 
39 for the non operative eye 24. The housing 28 includes 
a cover 40, the cover 40 also includes an internal surface 
30 that forms a plane 32 positioned approximately per- 
pendicular to the non operative eye 24 line of sight axis 
26. Also, included is a visually perceptible element 42 that 
is adjacent to the cover 40 internal surface 30, the visually 
perceptible element 42 being in visual communication 
with the non operative eye 24, with the visually percepti- 
ble element 42 being normally unactivated or not being 
visually perceptible. Also included is a means 44 for mov- 
ing the visually perceptible element 42 within the plane 32 



to any selected position or omnidirectionally within the 
outer limits of movement depicted by arrows 46 and 48 as 
best shown in Figures 1, 3, 4, and 6. Also within use step 
104 is a step of placing the eye target apparatus being ei- 
ther the eye target apparatus 22 as shown in Figures 1-5 
or the alternative embodiment of the eye target apparatus 

23 as shown in Figures 6 and 7 over the non operative eye 

24 of the patient 78 to occlude substantially all visual 
perception from the exterior environment 39 for the non 
operative eye 24 as best shown in Figure 11. Preferably, 
either the target apparatus 22 or the alternative embodi- 
ment of the eye target apparatus 23 are affixed to the pa- 
tient's 78 facial contour 27 by the adhesive 49 on the 
housing mounting pad 36 to help secure the target appa- 
ratus 22 or the alternative embodiment of the eye target 
apparatus 23 over the patient's 78 non operative eye 24 
thereby occluding substantially all visual perception from 
the external environment 39 to the non operative eye 24. 

[0096] a next further use step 106 is instructing the patient 78 

to open their operative 72 and non operative 24 eyes for a 
selected time period that is of such duration to allow the 
patient 78 to adjust visually to the bright white light 77 of 
the operating light, medical equipment, or device 76 that 



has been placed or positioned over the patient's 78 oper- 
ative eye 72 as best shown in Figure 11. Subsequently, the 
following use step 108 is in activating the visually percep- 
tible element 42 to be in visual communication with the 
non operative eye 24 at the conclusion of the selected 
time period, wherein activating the visually perceptible el- 
ement 42 preferably includes lighting the visually percep- 
tible element 42 (LED) in the circuitry 59 by initiating 
electrical communication between the electrical power 
supply 62 and the visually perceptible element 42 (LED), 
which is preferably done by utilizing the electrical switch 
60 to activate the circuitry 59. Thus, at this point the pa- 
tient 78 has their operative eye 72 visually exposed to the 
bright white light 77 of the operating light, medical 
equipment, or device 76 and their non operative eye 24 
visually exposed to the activated visually perceptible ele- 
ment 42 (LED), wherein the patient's 78 mental visual im- 
age combines the bright white light 77 of the operating 
light, medical equipment, or device 76 and the visually 
perceptible element 42 (LED) into a singular image. Fur- 
ther, a use step 110 is to confirm that the patient 78 sees 
a mental image the visually perceptible element 42 (LED) 
substantially centered in the light source 77 of the oper- 



ating light, medical equipment, or device 76 to establish 
proper patient 78 operative eye 72 focus line of sight axis 
74 and non operative eye 24 focus line of sight axis 26. 
The purpose of step 110 is to prevent the patient 78 from 
converging their gaze on the visually perceptible element 
42 causing the operative eye 72 to move out of position 
to have a correct initial starting position for both the op- 
erative eye 72 focus line of sight axis 74 and the non op- 
erative eye 24 focus line of sight axis 26. Next, a use step 
112 of manually moving, by typically the eye surgeon or 
another the visually perceptible element 42 to a selected 
position to further establish a desired patient 78 operative 
eye 72 focus line of sight axis 74 position, manually mov- 
ing the visually perceptible element 42 is accomplished 
through the means 44 for moving the visually perceptible 
element 42 within the plane 32 as previously described by 
preferably grasping the slidable cap 50 finger grip 52 and 
manually moving the cap 50 to a selected position omni- 
directionally within the outer range of movement depicted 
by arrows 46 and 48 as best shown in Figures 1, 3, 4, and 
6. The aforementioned movement of the cap 50 actually is 
allowing the non operative eye 24 to focus in conjunction 
with the non operative eye 24 focus line of sight axis 26 



upon the visually perceptible element 42 within the plane 
32 and by moving the cap 50 and thus the visually per- 
ceptible element 42 within the plane 32 to a selected po- 
sition, the non operative eye 24 focus line of sight axis 26 
is in a selected position also. What the patient 78 actually 
sees is the visually perceptible element 42 substantially in 
the central portion of the bright white light 77 of the op- 
erating light, medical equipment, or device 76. 
[0097] a further subsequent use step 113 is in performing the 
required medical procedure on the operative eye 72 by 
the eye surgeon and / or other medical personnel for the 
patient 78. These medical procedures can include medical 
procedures such as cataract removal, lens implants, vision 
corrective surgery, injury repair, and the like, which are 
typically done under local anesthesia. Thus, with local 
anesthesia the patient 78 takes an active part in assisting 
and cooperating with the eye surgeon and / or other 
medical personal during the course of the medical proce- 
dure. The patient 78 is then instructed that during the 
medical procedure that the bright white light 77 of the 
operating light, medical equipment, or device 76 may ap- 
pear to be moving but to continue focusing upon the vi- 
sually perceptible element 42, thus enabling the non op- 



erative eye 24 to remain in a more stable focus line of 
sight axis 26 position while the eye surgeon or another 
adjusts the bright white light 77 of the operating light, 
medical equipment, or device 76 during the course of the 
medical procedure. In other words, the visually perceptible 
element 42 acts as a visual reference point for the non 
operative eye 24 of the patient 78 during the course of 
the medical procedure. As the patient's 78 eyes being the 
non operative eye 24 and operative eye 72 generally act in 
coordination or are contralateral to one another, the oper- 
ative eye 72 focus line of sight axis 74 will generally fol- 
low the non operative eye 24 focus line of sight axis 26 
and will also tend to have the same stability at helping to 
hold both the non operative eye 24 focus line of sight axis 
26 and the operative eye 72 focus line of sight axis 74, 
which is of interest to the eye surgeon and others during 
the medical procedure. 
[0098] it is import that the patient 78 have a visual reference 

point with focusing upon the visually perceptible element 
42 for the non operative eye 24, as typically during the 
course of the medical procedure on the operative eye 72, 
the patient 78 can have diminished visual capability in the 
operative eye 72 (as compared to the non operative eye 



24) and can become visually disoriented, especially if the 
bright white light 77 of the operating light, medical 
equipment, or device 76 is moved during the medical pro- 
cedure. This can result in the operative eye 72 changing 
its focus line of sight position axis 74 arbitrarily during 
the medical procedure, resulting in making the eye 
surgery more difficult and lengthy potentially causing ad- 
ditional medical complications. Thus, in an optional use 
step 116 via 152 from step 113, the patient 78 is in- 
structed to focus both their non operative eye 24 and op- 
erative eye 72 steady upon the visually perceptible ele- 
ment 42 to achieve increased steadiness of the patient's 
78 non operative eye 24 focus line of sight axis 26 posi- 
tion and operative eye 72 line of sight axis 74 position 
while the patient 78 perceives movement or position 
change of the bright white light 77 of the operating light, 
medical equipment, or device 76 with the typically dimin- 
ished visual capacity of the patient's operative eye 72 in 
an effort to minimize additional medical complications 
during the course of the medical procedure. Further, in 
optional use step 114 via 150 from step 113 of instruct- 
ing the patient 78 to move their operative eye 72 line of 
sight axis 74 position and non operative eye 24 focus line 



of sight axis 26 position relative to the visually perceptible 
element 42 for a selected period using the visually per- 
ceptible element 42 as a visual reference focus line of 
sight point for both the operative eye 72 and the non op- 
erative eye 24. Thus, step 114 allows the eye surgeon or 
another to make timely relative operative eye 72 move- 
ment of the focus line of sight axis 74 during the medical 
procedure with the patient 78 able to use the visually per- 
ceptible element 42 as a static visual reference focus line 
of sight point and have the patient 78 respond to instruc- 
tions such as; look above, look below, look to the right, 
and / or look to the left of the visually perceptible element 
42, giving the eye surgeon or another some measure of 
control over controlling the patient's 78 operative eye 72 
relative movement of the focus line of sight axis 74 dur- 
ing the medical procedure. Also, the eye surgeon or an- 
other can reestablish the original operative eye 72 focus 
line of sight axis 74 position by instructing the patient 78 
to refocus both their operative eye 72 focus line of sight 
axis 74 position and non operative eye 24 focus line of 
sight axis position 26 back upon the visually perceptible 
element 42. 

[0099] N 0 te that during the medical procedure step 113 wherein 



the medical procedure is performed upon the operative 
eye 72, optional repetition of the aforementioned step 
112 via 154 from either aforementioned step 114 or 
aforementioned step 116 can be repeated as many times 
as needed to complete the medical procedure step 113 
and in addition aforementioned steps 114 and / or 116 
can be repeated also as many times as needed to com- 
plete the medical procedure step 113. Also, the sequence 
of the aforementioned steps 112, 114, and 116 can be in 
any order as may be deemed necessary by the eye sur- 
geon or another during performance of the medical pro- 
cedure step 113. Either the eye target apparatus 22 or the 
alternative embodiment of the eye target apparatus 23 are 
removed from the patient's 78 facial contour 27 at the fi- 
nal completion of the medical procedure step 113. 
Conclusion 

[0100] Accordingly, the present invention of an Eye Target Appa- 
ratus has been described with some degree of particular- 
ity directed to the embodiment(s) of the present invention. 
It should be appreciated, though, that the present inven- 
tion is defined by the following claims construed in light 
of the prior art so modifications or changes may be made 
to the exemplary embodiment(s) of the present invention 



without departing from the inventive concepts contained 
therein. 



